BUCKINGHAM
the 8000 men who were daily expected to arrive under Holland come to time, the French would probably have made no attempt to land their troops on the island. Against a force of such magnitude they would have been powerless, So Buckingham made his decision to accept the offer of the Rochellese, which would enable him to keep going for the time being and to prevent further supplies reaching the fort, pending the arrival of Holland.
Buckingham's relatives in England would, no doubt, have welcomed heartily the news of his abandonment of the whole affair.   They had never wished him to hazard his person in such a venture and had used all their efforts to prevent his departure.   'Queen Dido did never more importune Aeneas's stay at Carthage,' writes a contemporary, 'than his mother and sister did his continuance here in London, yea, even with tears, upon their knees.'1 During his absence his wife was experiencing all the bitterness of despair.  Tor my part,' she wrote to him, CI have been a very miserable woman hitherto that never could have you keep at home. But now I will ever look to be so, until some blessed occasion comes to draw you quite from the Court.'' To add to her troubles, she continued, she had now to face the burden of pregnancy during her husband's absence, and could only pray God to send quickly back to her the being who was the sole blessing of her existence, and whom she adored with such passionate intensity. Her fears for his personal safety, as tales of his great daring poured into England, nearly drove her distracted.   To Dr. Moore, a physician who was with Buckingham in the camp, she wrote desperately, begging him to do all he could to prevent her husband landing at La  Rochelle:   CI  should think myself the most miserablest woman in the world if my
1 BIRCH, Court and Times of Charles I, i, p. 180. 4 Col. S. P. Dom. (Charles I), 1627-28, p. 229.
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